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AUTOCUE on Camera 4 - i -

T e l e j e c t o r S l i d e s 

1# -'What i s a p e r s o n r e a l l y aware o f 
when he l o o k s a t an o b j e c t ? " 

2 . P r o f e s s o r Rodney J . H i r s t 

3 , "What we a r e d i r e c t l y aware o f i s 
a m e n t a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e t o m a t o 
due u l t i m a t e l y t o t h e e f f e c t s on 
t h e eyes o f l i g h t - r e f l e c t e d f r o m i t , " 

4 . "The r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a r e n o t j u s t e f f e c t s 
t h e y c o r r e s p o n d t o t h e e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s 
and p r o p e r t i e s t h a t cause t h e m . " 

i5» "Two.types o f p e r c e i v i n g : 
( 1 ) P e r c e i v i n g t h e e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s 

i . e . d i s c o v e r i n g t h e i r e x i s t e n c e and 
p r o p e r t i e s by means o f t h e s e n s e s . 

( 2 ) The d i r e c t p e r c e i v i n g o r awareness of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h a t a r e caused i n us 
by ~,he e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s / ' 

6 , "We p e r c e i v e an o b j e c t be b e i n g d i r e c t l y 
aware o f m e n t a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s w h i c h a r e 
caused i n u s by i t , " 

7 . P r o f e s s o r A l a n R. W h i t e 

8 , T a k i n g p a r t were 
P r o f e s s o r Rodney J . H i r s t 
P r o f e s s o r A l a n R. W h i t e 
P r o f e s s o r G o d f r e y Vesey 

9» P r o d u c t i o n 
R i c h a r d C a l l a n a n 

10 , A p r o d u c t i o n f o r t h e Open U n i v e r s i t y 
The Open U n i v e r s i t y B B C - t v 

( c ) The Open U n i v e r s i t y 1972 
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ARTS FACULTY - 1 

/CItOCK ON / 
/ S / B Q PRESENTER/ 

/S /B RUN VT / 

1 . 4 B _ / 
MS Vesey 

2 . VT INSERT 1 
(Dur J 

3. 4 B 
MS Vesey 

A .305 /8 

(No Opening C r e d i t s f o r 
Recording - these are t o 
"be added as VT I n s e r t a t a 
f u t u r e da te ) 

/Q PRESENTER/ 

Behind t h i s d i s c u s s i o n o f 

P e r c e p t i o n the re are some s c i e n t i f i c 

f a c t s which drew our a t t e n t i o n to 

the problem i n the f i r s t p l a c e , 

Por i n s t a n c e , i n v i s u a l p e r c e p t i o n / 

a p h y s i c a l o b j e c t - a tomato , f o r 

example - r e f l e c t s l i g h t f rom a 

source i n t o the obse rve r ' s eyes, 

t h i s s t i m u l a t e s c e l l s a t the back 

o f h i s eyes, an impulse t r a v e l s 

a long h i s o p t i c nerve t o h i s b r a i n , 

something happens i n h i s b r a i n as 

a r e s u l t of t h i s , and h i s see ing 

the tomato i s c o n d i t i o n a l on a l l 

t h i s h a p p e n i n g . / 

Two t h i n g s t o be no ted about t h i s ace: 

P i r s t , the b r a i n process a p p r o p r i a t e 

t o seeing a tomato may occur i n the 

absence o f a tomato . There are 

h a l l u c i n a t o r y d r u g s , f o r i ns tance 

t h a t cou ld b r i n g t h i s abou t . I f he 

takes such drugs the person 

concerned may seem to be seeing a 

Tomato when i n f a c t he i s n ' t . 

(TJ .1 Next) 



(Shot 5 on 4) 
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Nex t , t he l i g h t f rom the tomato 

takes t i m e , though on ly a ve r y s h o r t 

t i m e , to reach the o b s e r v e r ' s eyes. 

But suppose he were l o o k i n g a t a 

d i s t a n t s t a r . The l i g h t might nave 

taken f o u r or f i v e years t o reach h i m , 

and the s t a r might no l o n g e r e x i s t * 

Th is i s known as the t i m e - l a g i n 

p e r c e p t i o n . 

Now these two s c i e n t i f i c obse rva t i ons 

may be thought to g i ve r i s e to some 

q u e s t i o n s : 

What i s the person who seems t o be 

see ing a tomato i n the absence o f 

a t o m a t o , , aware of? And i f we say 

t h a t what he i s aware o f i s n o t a 

tomato , b u t an ' i m a g e ' , or 'menta l 

p i c t u r e ' o f a tomato , shou ld we n o t 

say t h i s i n the case i n which t he re 

i s a tomato, a lso? (There need be no 

d i f f e r e n c e i n the pe rson ' s exper ience 

between the case where t h e r e is_, and 

where t he re i s n o t , a r e a l t o m a t o ) . 

Then w i t h regard to the t i m e - l a g , how 

can a person be s a i d to see a s t a r 

wh ich no l o n g e r e x i s t s ? 

(TJ .1 Next) - 2 -
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(Shot 3 on 4) 

4 . T J , 1 . 
"What i s a person 
r e a l l y aware o f 
when he looks a t 
an ob jec t? ' 1 

I f we say t h a t what he i s aware o f i s 

a ' s t a r - i m a g e 1 should we not say t h a t 

what a person i s aware o f when he l ooks 

a t a tomato - i s a ' t omato - image '? 

(The d i f f e r e n c e , i n t ime o f l i g h t -

t r a v e l f rom the o b j e c t t o the eye, i s 

on ly one o f deg ree ) . 

So, " b r i e f l y the problem we ' re d i s c u s s i n g 

here i s what we mean by " s e e i n g " o r 

t o put i t i n q u e s t i o n f o rm : 

"What i s a person r e a l l y aware o f 

when he looks a t an o b j e c t ? " / 

5- 4 B 
MS Vesey 

6. 3 A 
3_shot 
f a v o u r i n g White 

/S /B VT/ 

7, 4 B 
MS HIRST 

(VT I n s e r t Next ) 

J Now one answer to t h i s ques t i on i s 

g i v e n by a P h i l o s o p h i c a l Theory c a l l e d 

the Represen ta t i ve Theory o f Percept ion 

And t o d iscuss t h a t / t heo ry we have 

someone who ho lds i t , o r a v e r s i o n o f 

i t , P ro fesso r Rodney H i r s t o f the 

U n i v e r s i t y o f Glasgow, and someone 

who d o e s n ' t ho l d i t , i n any shape or 

f o r m , P ro fesso r A lan White of the 

U n i v e r s i t y o f H u l l , I t h i n k we 'd b e t t e r 

b e g i n w i t h P ro fesso r H i r s t s t a t i n g the 

t h e o r y . / 

The Eepresen ta t i ve Theory seeks t o 

- 3 -
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8 . 

9 . 

1 0 . 

1 1 . 

(Shot 7 on 4) 

S / I 
T J . 2 . 

/mm VT/ 

" P r o f e s s o r Rodney J . H i r s t * 

-VT INSERT 2 
( b u r 

e x p l a i n p e r c e i v i n g by a d d i n g a f u r t h e r 

s t a g e t o t h e c a u s a l p r o c e s s e s G o d f r e y 

had o u s t o u t l i n e d : i t w o u l d say t h a t 

wha t happens i n t h e b r a i n causes t h e 

p e r c i p i e n t t o see a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

( o r ' i m a g e ' o r ' i d e a , ' ) o f t h e 

t oma to i n h i s m i n d / 

4 B 
MS H i r s t 

PAUSE 

What we c a l l s e e i n g a t oma to i s t h u s 

an i n d i r e c t t h i n g : / w h a t we a r e 

T J - 3 , 
"What we a r e d i r e c t l y 

aware o f i s a m e n t a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
t oma to due u l t i m a t e l y 
t o t h e e f f e c t s on t h e 
eyes o f l i g h t - r e f l e c t e d 
f r o m i t " 

4 B 
MS H i r s t 

d i r e c t l y aware o f i s a m e n t a l 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e t o m a t o due 

u l t i m a t e l y t o t h e e f f e c t s on t h e 

eyes o f l i g h t - r e f l e c t e d f r o m i t . / 

PAUSE 

_ / T h i s p o i n t has o f t e n been p u t c r u d e l y 

end m i s l e a d i n g l y . I t i s s a i d rwe d o n ' t 

^ee e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s b u t o n l y m e n t a l 

i d e a & o f t h e m T . B u t t h i s i s s i l l y s i n c e 

t h e a im o f t h e Theo ry i s t o e x p l a i n 

how we p e r c e i v e e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s . 

B e r t r a n d R u s s e l s a i d 'The o b s e r v e r 

who seems t o h i m s e l f t o be o b s e r v i n g 

a s t o n e i s r e a l l y o b s e r v i n g t h e 

e f f e c t s o f t h e s t o n e on h i m s e l f . 

( T J . 4 n e x t ) 
_ 4 -



(Shot 11 on 4) 

12. TJ.4 

5 -

But the point is that the represent­

ations are not just effects - they 

correspond to the external objects 

and properties that cause them. / 

'The representations are 
not just effects - they (The representations are not just 
correspond to the external e f f e o t s _ t h oorreSpond to the 
objects and properties J * 
that cause them. external objects and properties that 

cause them) 

15* 4 B 
Hirst 

J They correspond, for instance, in 

respect of shape - though the 

correspondence may not be exact. I t 

is because the representations 

represent or correspond to their 

causes that perceiving them enables 

us to perceive the world. 

Another crude way of putting the theory 

is to say that the representations are 

l ike maps of the surrounding country­

side. But this is misleading for we see 

maps and the countryside in exactly the 

sane way, with our eyes. But eyes are 

not involved in the mental seeing of 

representations any more than in seeing 

things in dreams. 

(TJ.5 Next) - 5 -



(Shot 13 on 4) - 6 

14. T J . 5 . 
"Two types o f 

P e r c e i v i n g 
(1) P e r c e i v i n g 

(2) The d i r e c t 

One can pu t t h i s "by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g / 

two types o f p e r c e i v i n g : 

(1) P e r c e i v i n g the e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s 

i . e . d i s c o v e r i n g t h e i r ex i s tence 

and p r o p e r t i e s by means of the 

senses. 

(2) The d i r e c t p e r c e i v i n g or awareness 

of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h a t are causedin 

*B "by the e x t e r n a l o b j e c t s . 

15. T J . 6 , 
We pe rce ive an o b j e c t 
by be ing d i r e c t l y 
aware o f menta l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s which 
are caused i n us by i t 

The second mode o f p e r c e i v i n g i s the 

means to the f i r s t . But i t i s s a f e r t o 

keep ' p e r c e i v e 1 f o r ( l ) and use another 

t e r m , such as ' d i r e c t awareness' f o r 

(2) 

Thus, 

We pe rce ive an o b j e c t by be ing d i r e c t l y 

aware o f menta l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s wh ich 

are caused i n us by i t . 

1 6 . 4 B 
MS H i r s t 

J The t heo ry thus s t a t e d can dea l r e a d i l y 

w i t h v a r i o u s problems o f p e r c e p t i o n . 

The t i m e - l a g i s easy - we see the s t a r 

now a l though i t may have d i s i n t e g r a t e d 

f o u r years ago, because we are d i r e c t l y 

aware now of a menta l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

i t caused by l i g h t wh ich has taken 

f i v e years to reach our eyes. 

(3 Next) 



(Shot 16 on 4) - 7 -

Aga in , h a l l u c i n a t o r y drugs may g i v e 

r i s e t o the sane r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and 

menta l awareness of t h i n g s as i n 

normal p e r c e p t i o n . 

A 
3-Shot 
V h i t e / H i r s t / V e s e y 

200M TO WHITE 

S / I 

TJ.7 

So I want to say, w i t h ho lde rs o f the 

Represen ta t i ve Theory , t h a t the causa l 

processes i n p e r c e p t i o n , and phenomena 

l i k e t i m e - l a g , h a l l u c i a n t i o n s , and so 

on, can on ly be unders tood by supposing 

d i r e c t mental awareness o f r e p r e s e n t ­

a t i o n s i n p e r c e i v i n g , 

/Thank yea* How t h e n , A l a n , 

"P ro fesso r A lan R. Wh i te " 

AS DIRECTED DISCUSSION 
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(ON AS DIRECETED) 

END CREDITS 

TJ»8. 
Tak ing p a r t were 
P ro fesso r Rodney J . H i r s t 
P ro fesso r A lan R. White 
P ro fesso r Godfrey Vesey 

T / 0 

T J , 9 , 
P r o d u c t i o n 
R ichard Ca l lanan 

T/0 

TJ,10 _ _ 
A p r o d u c t i o n f o r the 
Open U n i v e r s i t y 
BBC t v 

(c ) The Open U n i v e r s i t y 1972 

FADE SOUND AND VISION 

- 8 -


